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� Navigating to Library web site
� Review NSG 350 Course Guide
� Citation / APA Help
� Planning your search
� Introduction to searching CINAHL
� Review additional search tips
� Retrieving full text / Interlibrary Loan

NSG 350
Objectives

https://resources.library.lemoyne.edu/courses/nsg350


lemoyne.edu/library

https://resources.library.lemoyne.edu/library


Planning Your Search

• Define your topic with a PICO question

• Break your topic into 2-3 concepts (also PICO!)

• Brainstorm keywords, synonyms and other terms for each of 
these 2-3 concepts
○ Try CINAHL Subject Headings or PubMed MeSH (Medical 

Subject Headings)!

https://resources.library.lemoyne.edu/c.php?g=817175&p=8027900#s-lg-box-25457049


Subject headings are created by the database in which they are used and 
assigned by experts. 

• Find articles that keyword
searching might miss

 

Keyword searches find the words that you type on a page within the 
database or search engine without regard to meaning. 

• Finds only articles using those exact words somewhere

• If an author uses a different word for the same thing, you'll miss that 
article (example: inpatient / acute care)

Subject Headings vs. Keywords



AND / OR
� AND is the default search connector in most 

databases, and you don’t need to type the 
word AND

� AND commands the database to return 
results that include BOTH terms 

� FEWER results

� OR can be used with synonyms, similar 
search terms, or between subject headings 
and keywords (e.g. myocardial infarction OR 
heart attack)

� OR must be typed in or selected from a 
menu (e.g. CINAHL)

� OR commands the database to return results 
that include one OR the other of the search 
terms

� MORE results
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� Limits (or Filters) help you quickly restrict 
your search results to the most relevant or 
recent materials.

� Limits/Filters can include:
◦ Publication year
◦ Language
◦ Population group
◦ Publication type (e.g. Systematic Review, RCT)
◦ Peer reviewed (in CINAHL)

Limits / Filters





� As you discover new keywords, synonyms and MeSH  headings 
for your topic, use them in your search

� Use “Similar Articles” option

� Find relevant articles and 
utilize the references 

� Use Google Scholar to find 
later articles that cite yours

� Find review articles and 
utilize their references

Tips for searching
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